Documentation – Access Front-End Auto-Updating Utility.mdb

To use the utility to create auto-updating functionality:
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To get instructions on the utility, a user can click on the INSTRUCTIONS button.
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1.0n the main farm in this utily, browse t the front-end master and to the back-end Using the browse biittons and dialogs o select the fils
you want to specify as your front-end master and your back-end.

2. Next, click on the ‘Enable Auto-Updating' button, This will copy the applicable tables and VB module to your front-end master and back-end.
3, When prormpted, clik the copy button to copy the code that needs to get pasted into the LOAD event of your front-encl's STARTUP form.

4. Open your front-end master and from your main form that opens when the database opens, your startup frm, go into design made and
then either click on the toolbar icon that opens the Visual Basic windaw, or click VIEW / CODE on the menu bar.

5. Select FORM from the Ieft corrbo box (dropdown list) that lists all of your abjects and then find the LOAD event. Create a blark line, if one
doesn't alreadly exist, and then paste the code you copied, in step 3, into that location, Be sure to click the save button.

6. From the FRONT-END, you MUST set a link to the 'thl-version_fe_master" in your backend database. If you do not, the
process will not wark. To link, click File / Get External Data / Link Tables and then browse to the back-end database. Select
it and click LINK button. Find ‘tbl-version_fe_master.’ select it and click OK.

Instructions for using auto-update automation |
1. In your front-end master, find the table labeled thl-fe_version' and open it. Change the version number to the version you want.

2. In your back-end, find the table labeled 'tbl-version_fie_master' and open it. Change the version number to the version that you changed
the front-end master,

3. In your back-end, find the table labeled 'thl-version_master_location' and change the location to the correct location that the front-end
master is located, Do NOT put a backslash at the end of the file lacation.

4. Create your MDE file from your MDB front-end master and the first time you do that, you will need to distribute o your users manually,
From that point on, every time they open the file the database wil check to see if the front-end and back-end versions match. If they da not,
the user will be shown  message that tells them their front-end is out-of-date and then ance they click OK, it will close the prograrm, delete
the old database front-end, copy the new one t their cormputer, and then reopen.

5. For future front-end updates, everytime you make a change in the front-end and want to distribute to your users, you
will need to open the version table - 'thl-fe_version' - on the front-end master and change it to a new number. Then, you
need to open the back-end and change the 'tbl-version_fe_master' to match the front end master.

To print aut these instructions,
press the printer button. | (&, L5





On the main form in this utility, browse to the front-end master and to the back-end using the browse buttons and dialogs to select the file you want to specify as your front-end master and your back-end.
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Next, click on the 'Enable Auto-Updating' button.  This will copy the applicable tables and VB module to your front-end master and back-end.
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When prompted, click the copy button to copy the code that needs to get pasted into the LOAD event of your front-end's STARTUP form.
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Open your front-end master and from your main form that opens when the database opens, your startup form, go into design mode and then either click on the toolbar icon that opens the Visual Basic window, or click VIEW / CODE on the menu bar.
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Select FORM from the left combo box (dropdown list) that lists all of your objects 
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and then find the LOAD event.  Create a blank line, if one doesn't already exist, 

and then paste the code you copied, into that location.  Be sure to click the save button.
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Privace Sw> Form Load()
pin strrEmsscer is String

Din StrFE As String

Din strhasterLosacion As String
Din strFilePath As Scring

' locks up the version of the front-end as listed in the backend
StrFENaster = DLookup("fe_version number”, "thl-version fe_master”)

' locks up the version of the front-end on the front-end
SCrFE = DLookup("fe_version murber”, "thl-fe_version)

' locks up the location of the front-end master file

striasterlocation = DLockup("s_masterlocation”, "thl-version master_location”]

! checks for the existence of an updating batch file and deletes it if it exists
strFilePath = CurrentProject.Path ¢ "\UpdateDbFE.cma”

ELE LS

If Dir(strFilePach) <> " Then
Dim £s ks Object -
Set f3 = CreateObject ("Scripting.FileSystemObjectr)
f£s.DeleteFile (strFilePach)

Set £s = Nothing

End If

' if the current database opened is the master then it bypasses the check.

If CurremtProject.Path = striasterLocation Then
Exit Sub

Else

JK — _l_I




In your front-end master, find the table labeled 'tbl-fe_version' and open it.  Change the version number to the version you want.  
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In your back-end, find the table labeled 'tbl-version_fe_master' and open it.  Change the version number to the version that you changed the front-end master.  
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In your front-end, find the table labeled 'tbl-version_master_location' and change the location to the correct location that the front-end master is located.  Do NOT put a backslash at the end of the file location.
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Create your MDE file from your MDB front-end master and the first time you do that, you will need to distribute to your users manually.  From that point on, every time they open the file the database will check to see if the front-end and back-end versions match.  If they do not, the user will be shown a message that tells them their front-end is out-of-date and then once they click OK, it will close the program, delete the old database front-end, copy the new one to their computer, and then reopen.

For future front-end updates, every time you make a change in the front-end and want to distribute to your users, you will need to open the version table - 'tbl-fe_version' -  on the front-end master and change it to a new number.  Then, you need to open the back-end and change the 'tbl-version_fe_master' to match the front-end master.
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